
Welcome 1. What is Drupal? 2. Configuration before code 3. Thinking like Drupal 4. Drupal projects Where to go next?

Hello Drupal!

Updated 24 October 2011 Prepared by

download manual
http://training.acquia.com/hellodrupal

Friday 28 October 2011

http://training.acquia.com/hellodrupal
http://training.acquia.com/hellodrupal


Welcome 1. What is Drupal? 2. Configuration before code 3. Thinking like Drupal 4. Drupal projects Where to go next?

download manual
http://training.acquia.com/

hellodrupal

Friday 28 October 2011

http://training.acquia.com/hellodrupal
http://training.acquia.com/hellodrupal
http://training.acquia.com/hellodrupal
http://training.acquia.com/hellodrupal


Welcome 1. What is Drupal? 2. Configuration before code 3. Thinking like Drupal 4. Drupal projects Where to go next?

What we’ll do today
1. Short presentation   2. Quick demo        3. You try it
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Login to Drupalgardens.com

Site duplication

Hassle / worry free

Site export

Built on Drupal 7

Create site in 
seconds

ThemeBuilder

Rapid prototyping
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Get set up
• Select “Create your own template”

• Meanwhile, we’ll view the intro.
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About us

• Managed hosting

• Support

• Remote administration

• Training

Friday 28 October 2011



Welcome 1. What is Drupal? 2. Configuration before code 3. Thinking like Drupal 4. Drupal projects Where to go next?

About me
A little bit about your Drupal Guide today...
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About you

?
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Based on: “What I wish I knew”

• Survey of 203 Drupal developers, 2010 

• The community is a great resource.

• Site building first, coding later.

• Don’t try to start from scratch with theming.

• How to find the right modules.

• Module developers are not gods.

http://training.acquia.com/resources
Friday 28 October 2011
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What you’ll make
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1. What is Drupal?
Software and
a community
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Drupal is innovative
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Drupal is 
scalable
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Drupal is everywhere
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Greater London Authority 
http://www.london.gov.uk/ 

Drupal is bloody 
terrific
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bookmark
showcase.acquia.com

Get inspired!*
(*and view source)
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DrupalCon Brussels 2005

(cc) Roland http://www.flickr.com/photos/roland/53700318

Drupal is 
growing
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DrupalCamp Dakar 2011

(cc) nd1mbee http://www.flickr.com/photos/nd1mbee/5649172387
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Monthly Drupal Meetup in Boston
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DrupalCon Chicago

(half of it)
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Why does it exist?

If you’re new to CMSs...
Friday 28 October 2011
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Website maintenance

Content and 
presentation 

mixed in HTML
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Database driven
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Sites are more interactive, 
social and media rich.
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Drupal is a community

Drupal.org
Friday 28 October 2011
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Thank the community

Drupal.org
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Drupal events
local, regional, niche

http://groups.drupal.org/events
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DrupalCon 2012

Denver Munich
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Drupal is software
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Drupal- out of the box

Taxonomy

city break

CommentsUsers

D. Schrute
Germany

J. Halpert
Spain

adventure

city break

sailing

shopping

dwight
8  Sept

Wow, can't 
wait to get 
started. 

joe
8  Sept

Me too!

Content

Content title

ContactServicesFeatured About PortfolioNews

... and a powerful API to do much more

text search

“Drupal core”
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Drupal is extendable
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Drupal is...
Your own customized product.

Project management:

Academic sites:

News organizations:Conference sites:

Social community site:

How about your site, 
service or speciality?

“Distributions”
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Over 200 local user groups
Find one near you

http://tinyurl.com/localdrupal  

(also nice way to travel :)
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Let’s try it
• Change your site title, slogan.

• Create content

• Create a custom “block” on your site. 

• Optional:

• Configure your admin environment

• Place additional blocks
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What you’ll make
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2. Configuration 
before code
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“Core”
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“Core” “Contrib” and “Custom”

The more contributed 
projects you use, 

the less custom code
you need to write.
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“Core” “Contrib” and “Custom”

Don’t hack core

Don’t be “that guy” 
or gal!!

✖
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Let’s try it
• Enable a module: Webform

• Create a webform!
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Now with a form!
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3. Thinking like 
Drupal
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Drupal is different...
let’s compare
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Typical process with other systems

1. Start with a great visual design “comp”

44
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2. Develop the perfect markup

Convert the design to HTML, CSS and images 

45
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3. Integrate with “back end”
Create templates, use template calls.

46
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What happens when....
Uh oh... 

47
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Drupal

Other systems

The Drupal Way
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The Drupal Way

1. Functionality

What Functionality do you want?

Select and configure modules.
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2. Content

What is the structure of content?

Create content types and configure them.

At this time you can work on permissions.
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The Drupal Way
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3. Display

How do you want the content displayed?

A List? A table? Thumbnail? In a block? On a page?

The Drupal Way
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4. Layout

Where should it be accessed from?

Arrange layout, configure menus 
and navigation. 

The Drupal Way
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5. Appearance

What will your site look like?

Create or customize your theme.
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The Drupal Way
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Drupal

Other systems

The Drupal Way
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Congrats! New client!
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Structure first is not the Drupal way
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Drupal is content first
Friday 28 October 2011
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Imagine courses 
are added to the 
site through 
unstructured 
text fields
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a.

a.

d.

b.

c.
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Update of teacher 
info
... on each course he 
teaches

Change of start date
... everywhere it’s 
listed
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Using References 
(contributed module)
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In Drupal:

Using Taxonomy 
(Controls categories)
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In Drupal:

Using  Views 
(Contributed module)
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Site building steps

1. Create content types

2. Test with real content

3. Create custom listing

4. Position the content

5. Develop appearance
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1. Create the content type

In Drupal:

Content types and fields
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2. Enter in the content
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3. Generate list of content

In Drupal:

Use Views to build a 
query and specify 
display
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4. Placed in region

Friday 28 October 2011
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Let’s try it
• Create a content type: Quotes

• Create custom list of content

• Position content

• Optional:

• Configure appearance
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Themes and Modules
...and the people 
who make them

4. Drupal Projects
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© 2010 Acquia, Inc. 

Themes
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What is it really?

Location in file hierarchy:

Drupal core folder/sites/all/themes/
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Modules

Fivestar: A content rating system

Webform: Submission form

Flag: All purpose content marker

Software to extend the functionality of Drupal. 

Here are some examples:

Friday 28 October 2011



Welcome 1. What is Drupal? 2. Configuration before code 3. Thinking like Drupal 4. Drupal projects Where to go next?

What is it really?

Location in file hierarchy:

Drupal core folder/sites/all/modules/

Friday 28 October 2011
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Many module categories

http://drupal.org/project/modules/categories

Friday 28 October 2011
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Module search

http://drupal.org/project/modules/
Friday 28 October 2011
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http://drupal.org/project/jquery_countdown

Who maintains this?

What are current issues?

Similar projects?

Documentation?

Project page

Download links

Friday 28 October 2011
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Downloads and version 
numbers
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Project information
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Modules are built by people

Photos from code sprints
(cc) by muir.ceardach 

http://www.flickr.com/photos/ceardach
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Open Source

do·o·cra·cy /dōˈäkrəsē/ Noun
Responsibilities and and rights 
granted to those people who do the 
work rather than elected officials.

http://www.communitywiki.org/DoOcracy
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Now part of 
Drupal 7!

Meet a module

Admin role - Drupal 5.x

Admin role

Admin role - Drupal 6.x

Bevan Rudge ported to 6
Dave Reid later joined

http://drupal.org/project/adminrole
Friday 28 October 2011
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2007
First module 
contributed. 

Now involved in
on 19 projects

Meet a maintainer

Founded in 
2010 and 
employs 
4 people

Stella Power

Started in
Drupal as a
HOBBY!

On Drupal.org: stella http://drupal.org/user/66894
Friday 28 October 2011
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How you can help them:
Provide clear bug reports/screenshots.
Be respectful. Contribute what you can.

 
stella http://drupal.org/user/66894

JacobSingh http://drupal.org/user/68912

Stella Power Jacob Singh

Friday 28 October 2011
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Scavenger Hunt!
Break into pairs. 

You have 5 minutes to find the projects!

Let’s try it
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5. Where to go next? 
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Before Q+ A
Feedback

http://acquia.com/training-feedback

Friday 28 October 2011
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Next:
• Download distributions and try them 

out.

• Try out some new modules.

• Join or start a local meet-up.

• Join a Groups.Drupal.org group.

• Help out others on Drupal.org
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Questions?
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Review
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Let’s try it
• If you haven’t already - create a user 

account on Drupal.org

• Find a user group or a topical group

• http://tinyurl.com/localdrupal 
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